William M. "Pinky" Fisher
September 15, 1935 - October 11, 2021

William M. “Pinky” Fisher died June 26, 2021 in Arizona. His wishes were to be cremated.
You are invited to join the family for a graveside service 2:00 p.m. Friday, October 15th, at
St. Louis Cemetery. Military rites will be conducted by the Prell- Bland American Legion
Post #271 and the Ripley Co. V.F.W. Post #3183. Following services at the cemetery a
celebration of life will be held at Izzy’s.

William Michael Fisher; just Bill to his friends, or, to some of his more chronologically
enhanced friends, Pinky (due to his fiery red hair growing up), passed away on Saturday,
June 26th in Tucson, AZ. Bill was 85 years young, born and raised in Batesville, where he
spent all but the last few months of his life.
Bill attended St. Louis Catholic School and Batesville High School, graduating in 1953.
After high school, Bill served in the United States Army, from which he earned his
Honorable Discharge in 1963.
He went to work for Hill-Rom Industries, where he was introduced to Rosemary
Zimmerman, who would be the love of his life. The two were married in September of
1958, becoming the parents of three children, and stayed together for the next 60 years,
until Rosemary’s own passing in 2019. Bill started in the mailroom at Hill-Rom, working his
way up to the role of salesman. He became a regional sales manager, and eventually the
national sales manager. He retired in 2000 as a national vice president after spending 44
years with the company.
Besides his work, Bill was involved in many activities and organizations throughout his
lifetime in and around Batesville. This included the Batesville Jaycees, the Knights of
Columbus, and the Batesville Kiwanis Club. Although many people had no idea, Bill was
also a contributing columnist for the Batesville Herald from 1996 through 2009. He always
dreamed of being a writer and blessed the citizens of Batesville with his words on a

weekly column under his pen name, Harlan Roberts, titled “People, Places and Things.”
Bill was also called into service as a golf coach at St. Louis Catholic School when the
team was formed for 7th and 8th grade students. An avid golfer himself, he thoroughly
enjoyed helping the kids with their game and getting them to the various matches in which
they competed. In the mid-2000 , Bill became the head golf coach for the Oldenburg
Academy Lady Twisters. During his final coaching season, the Lady Twisters advanced all
the way to the Regional Finals. As much as Bill loved to play golf, I truly think the happiest
days he ever spent on the golf course were when he was walking with the girls and
watching them compete. But that wasn’t the only help he provided the girls of Oldenburg
Academy. As one of his former students put it: “Instead of saying, ‘All I need to know I
learned in kindergarten’, I say, ‘All I need to know I learned on the golf course with Mr.
Fisher.’”
But all of his many activities had to be worked around his lawn mowing, yard work and
flower tending, of course. No one worked harder than Bill Fisher to maintain a manicured
yard, complete with numerous varieties of flowers, vegetables, and trees.
But even his time in the yard took a backseat to his children and grandchildren. Whether it
be in the stands, the auditorium, or on the coaching staff, Bill was there for every kid’s
game, play, and school function. His three children grew up happy, successful, and
incredibly loved.
Survivors include his daughters Sandra Greenwell of Tucson, Arizona, Amy Jennings of
Ft. Wayne, Indiana, son Timothy Fisher of Morrow, Ohio and sister Greta Solgere of
Greensburg. He is preceded in death by his wife, parents and brother Tom Fisher.
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Comments

“

I worked with Rosie at SLC in the '80-'90. One of the happiest memories was Bill
picking up your mother, Rosemary, for a lunch date and them just taking time for
each other. Also he loved to bring her flowers at the office! Their earthly remains will
now be side by side...as they were in life. Happy memories as you gather...Prayers
for you all.
Peg Neth

Margaret Mary Neth - October 13, 2021 at 09:29 AM

